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Georgia EPD Elevates Drought Response Levels, Further Restricts Outdoor Watering 
With the increased severity of drought conditions and concern for water supply levels the Georgia Environmental Protection Division has raised the state’s drought response level to Level 2 in 52 counties, including Lumpkin County. 
This increase from Level 1 to Level 2 Drought Response was caused by the continuation of little or no rainfall in northeast Georgia over the past 21 weeks and meteorologist predictions of an unusually dry and hot winter. 
Level 2 Drought Response conditions limit outdoor watering to two days a week based on odd and even numbered addresses.  Even-numbered addresses may only water Wednesdays and Saturdays before 10am and after 4pm.  Odd-numbered addresses may only water on Thursdays and Sundays before 10am and after 4pm.
Prohibited outdoor water uses include:
· Washing hard surfaces such as sidewalks and streets
· Water for ornamental
 The use of fire hydrants, except for firefighting and public safety. 
 Non-commercial washing of vehicles. 
 Non-commercial pressure washing. 
 Fundraising car washes.
The following activities are allowed under both Level 1 and Level 2 Drought Responses:
  Irrigation of personal food gardens may be done at any time of day.
  Irrigation of new and replanted plant, seed, or turf may be done at any time of day for 30 days after installation. 
 Drip irrigation or irrigation using soaker hoses may be done at any time of day and handwatering with a hose with automatic cutoff or handheld container may be done at any time of day. 
 General landscape watering may be done between 4:00 p.m. and 10:00 a.m. on the designated days. 

More water conservation information is available at http://epd.georgia.gov/water-conservation.
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