REPORT ON PARKS PROPERTY PROPOSAL FROM 2007

This proposal was generated after discussions that Woodrow and I had in 2007 about maintenance and
repairs needed at the Parks Clothing Shop building. At that time Dahlonega 2000, Inc. had just begun to
promote its recently expanded façade grant program, intended to incentivize property owners to invest
in repairs. I had delivered a façade grant application package to Woodrow, and he had follow up
questions about the types of repairs that qualified for matching funds. At that time he was thinking of
minor exterior repairs and repainting and he subsequently applied for a grant that covered a portion of
that project.
During the talk I also explained that the DDA had access to low interest loan programs that owners could
consider for larger projects and that historic preservation tax credits might also be available for large
scale interior and exterior restorations of the building. Woodrow was interested in learning more about
these funding sources, but said that he would definitely not want to have to close the shop while any
construction was taking place.
We talked about his vacant lot adjacent to and behind the Clothing Shop, and I suggested that he could
consider constructing another building on that site. When it was completed, he could temporarily move
the clothing shop into the new building while the historic building was repaired and restored. He
wondered “what that might cost.” So, I offered to do some research on costs of new construction and
on costs of restoration construction as well as options for funding sources and comparative local lease
rates. I told him that we could also get a concept drawing of the project from the Georgia Main Street
Program’s design staff. Woodrow indicated that he would be interested in seeing this type of
information.
I put in the request for the concept drawing to be produced by the Main Street staff, and I contacted
Curtis Whitsel, a prominent, immensely qualified preservation contractor who had extensive experience
in restoration of historic commercial buildings in North and Middle Georgia. At that time Mr. Whitsel
had a daughter attending UNG. I asked him to look at the exterior of the building sometime when he
was in town and provide me with a “ballpark” cost per square foot for both restoration of the Building
and for construction of a new building next door. Mr. Whitsel only did a quick “drive-by” look at the
exterior. He did not visit the interior nor the crawl space. He gave me these costs per square foot
verbally in a telephone conversation. The purpose of my request was to get an average number that I
could use for preliminary projections on costs and revenues of the two buildings.
After completing the simple calculations, I presented the report to Woodrow. He inspected them and
we had a brief discussion about it. He responded very kindly and appreciatively but said specifically that
he would “rather that some of the younger family members might be better suited” to doing this project
after his passing and the settlement of his estate.
Woodrow did proceed with the exterior repainting at that time, and that job was completed by Chubby
Mincey’s Painting Company.
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