REGULAR MEETING
DAHLONEGA CITY COUNCIL

MARCH 2, 2009

CALL TO ORDER:

The Dahlonega City Council met in regular session at City Hall on March 2, 2009. Council members
present were Michael Clemons, Gerald Lord, Sam Norton, Terry Peters and Ralph Prescott. Mayor Gary
McCullough called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. John
Webb and Ralph Prescott led all present in the Pledge to the American Flag. Mayor McCullough
welcomed members of NGCSU Governmental Class who were in attendance.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

A Public Hearing was held by City Attorney Doug Parks concerning a rezoning request submitted by Fred
Welch. Mr. Welch presented the request to rezone his property located at 198 North Grove Street from
R-1 to B-2. He advised that adjoining property is already zoned B-2. Mr. Parks asked for comments from
the public. Hearing no comments for or against the request, Mr. Parks asked for staff
recommendations. Planning Director Chris Head advised that the Dahlonega Planning and Zoning
Commission recommended to approve the request and staff also recommends approval. The
Downtown Master Plan also recommends that this area be zoned as B-2. A motion was made by Ralph
Prescott to approve the request to rezone the property to B-2. The motion was seconded by Gerald
Lord and approved by all members present.

A Public Hearing was held by City Attorney Doug Parks concerning the adoption of a new sign ordinance.
Mr. Parks asked for public comments either for or against the regulations. Derrell Hensley, owner of
Yahoola Creek Grill, stated that he appreciates the fact that the new regulations would retain the
historical value of the area, but he requested that the regulations be different for each different zoning
district. He also requested that sandwich board signs be allowed outside of the historic and downtown
areas and lighted open/ close type signs be allowable to eliminate the number of variances that would
come up later. Mr. Hensley recommended that the council look at model ordinances from other
historic cities. Allen Mouteseri, owner of Classic Rugs and More, recommended that frontage signs vary
according to the size of the window. He also recommended that inside store window displays be
allowable. Hearing no other comments from citizens, Mr. Parks asked for council action concerning
changes to the latest draft of the ordinance. Mr. Parks provided numerous photos of sign displays that
were taken by the City’s Code Enforcement Officer. These photos were regarding window signage
distances. The photos were taken regarding the issue of whether the ordinance should include signage



within 3 ft. of the window and inside the building which would be included within the allowable 3 ft.
restrictions.  After discussion, the following action was taken to alter the following sections of the
ordinance as it is currently drafted:

Article 7- Section 7.1

A motion was made by Michael Clemons that all freestanding signs would be required to be monument
signs and would be required to be externally lit. This motion was seconded by Sam Norton and
approved by the following vote count: Voting for the motion were Clemons, Peters, Norton and
Prescott. Gerald Lord voted against the motion due to the fact that he preferred internally lit signs.

Article 6-Section 6.3

A motion was made by Sam Norton and seconded by Michael Clemons that one internally lit window
sign with a maximum size of 324 sq. inches would be permissible for each business outside the B3 and
CBD Zoning Districts. No internally lit signs of any kind are to be permitted in the B3 or CBD. The area
of these signs would be included within the allowed 10% window signage. The motion was approved by
all members present.

A motion was made by Michael Clemons that all lighted signs within all zoning areas must be externally
lighted. This motion was seconded by Ralph Prescott and approved by the following vote count: Voting
for the motion were Clemons, Prescott, Peters and Norton. Gerald Lord voted against the motion
stating that internally lit signs are a better option.

Article 8-Section 8.5

A motion was made by Terry Peters to reduce the distance for signage that is located inside the building
from three feet to two feet of the window. Any signage within the two feet area would be counted
within the maximum area of the window signs of ten percent of the available glass area. Merchandise
that is for sale can be displayed in the window but would not be considered signage. The motion died
for lack of a second.

Article 9-Section 9.4

A motion was made by Terry Peters to approve one A-Frame Sign per business located in all commercial
Zoning Districts provided that the sign is no greater than two feet wide and three feet high and that the
location for the A-Frame Sign be located in front of the business to be served on a public or private
sidewalk and does not encroach into a minimum of sixty inches of unobstructed pedestrian access along
the sidewalk. Said signs shall be located no further than 12 ft. from the primary entrance to the
business. This motion was seconded by Michael Clemons and approved by all members present.



APPROVAL OF SIGN ORDINANCE 2008-4:

Sam Norton recommended that an index be located in the front section of the sign ordinance. A motion
was made by Michael Clemons to approve Ordinance 2008-4-Sign Ordinance with the above changes.
This motion was seconded by Terry Peters and approved by all members present.

MINUTE APPROVAL:

A motion was made by Gerald Lord to approve the minutes of the Regular Council Meeting held
February 2, 2009. This motion was seconded by Michael Clemons. It was pointed out that the minutes
should reflect that Ralph Prescott was present at the meeting and that Sam Norton voted for the
Wallace Landscaping Contract. Gerald Lord asked that the minutes reflect the reason he did not vote for
the Wallace Landscaping Contract was due to the fact that the project was not bid. The motion was
approved with the above changes by all members present. A motion was made by Gerald Lord to
approve the minutes of the Special Council Meeting held February 18, 2009. This motion was seconded
by Sam Norton and approved by all members present.

CITIZENS:

NGCSU Students Justin Herring and Janna Patrick gave a presentation concerning Xeriscaping. They
advised this is a new eco-friendly grass that germinates quickly but then turns into a slow-growing grass.
They are recommending that the city consider using this type of grass for all of their landscaping needs.
The money-saving qualities of this type of grass includes low maintenance fees; low fertilizer
requirements; and no pesticide requirements. They stated that water conservation is a necessity now,
especially in Georgia. These drought resistant plants will require less watering which will save gallons
and gallons of water.

A motion was made by Gerald Lord to approve a beer and wine license to Ron Larson for the Holly
Theatre Community Center. This motion was seconded by Sam Norton and approved by all members
present.

A motion was made by Gerald Lord to approve transfer of the beer and wine license for Golden Pantry
Convenience Store to Shara L. Van Horn. This motion was seconded by Sam Norton and approved by all
members present.

A motion was made by Michael Clemons to approve a beer and wine license to Christopher Welch for
the Smith House Restaurant Banquet Services. This motion was seconded by Gerald Lord and approved
by all members present.



DEPARTMENT REPORTS:

Mayor McCullough advised that reports have been received from the Dahlonega Planning and Code
Enforcement Departments and the Dahlonega Historical Preservation Commission concerning activities
during the month of February, 2009.

CITY MANAGER’S COMMENTS:

City Manager Bill Lewis recommended that the attached Agreement for Tourism Development Services
be approved subject to receiving final documents from the Chamber of Commerce. A motion was made
by Michael Clemons to approve this recommendation. The motion was seconded by Sam Norton and
approved by all members present.

The council was informed that the trailer that was used in hauling solid waste to the landfill was severely
damaged in the motor vehicle crash in January, 2009. The insurance company paid $5,136.46 for
damages to the trailer. The trailer is no longer needed to haul solid waste since the signing of the waste
disposal contract. The manufacture of the trailer is out of business and parts can no longer be
purchased for it. Mr. Lewis recommended that the trailer be sold. The insurance company will sell the
trailer for the city for a fee of $200.00. This price is less than the city can advertise it in the newspaper
for and the insurance company has the contacts to be able to obtain the best price for the trailer. A
motion was made by Michael Clemons to approve this recommendation. The motion was seconded by
Ralph Prescott and approved by all members present.

Mr. Lewis recommended that the attached contract for Law Enforcement be approved subject to final
approval from Lumpkin County Attorney Casey Horne. A motion was made by Michael Clemons to
approve this recommendation. The motion was seconded by Terry Peters and approved by all members
present.

The council asked for an update on the status of the crosswalks to be constructed on the square. Mr.
Lewis advised that the contract has been extended 90 days.

FIRST READING ORDINANCE 2009-3:

City Attorney Doug Parks recommended that Ordinance 2009-3 be approved to repeal outdated
ordinances. A motion was made by Sam Norton to approve this recommendation. The motion was
seconded by Michael Clemons and approved by all members present.



ADJOURNMENT:

A motion was made by Gerald Lord to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 p.m. The motion was seconded by
Terry Peters and approved by all members present.

APPROVED BY ME THIS DAY OF ,2009.

MAYOR

ATTEST:

CITY CLERK



