CITY OF DAHLONEGA

CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MINUTES
April 2,2012

The Dahlonega City Council met in regular session on Monday, April 2, 2012 at City Hall.
Members present were Bruce Hoffman, Ralph Prescott, Gerald Lord, Terry Peters, Sam Norton
and Johnny Ariemma. Also present was City Manager Bill Lewis and City Attorney Doug Parks.
Mayor Gary McCullough called the meeting to order at 6:27 p.m. Prayer was led by Father Neil
Dhabliwala from Saint Luke’s Catholic Church and the Pledge to the American Flag was led by
Gerald Lord.

AGENDA APPROVAL:

Councilman Norton made a motion to amend the agenda to include two other items, one item
being to take action or not take action as to the Judge Stone ruling and possible appeal under 4B
and the second amendment to set a public hearing for Sunday beer and wine package sales in the
City as 4C. Mayor McCullough asked for a second. Councilman Lord seconded the motion. Mayor
McCullough asked for any discussion, hearing none, he asked for all in favor to raise their hands,
all opposed like sign, motion carried by the following vote: Voting for the motion was Bruce
Hoffman, Gerald Lord, Terry Peters and Sam Norton. Voting against the motion was Ralph
Prescott and Johnny Ariemma.

MINUTE APPROVAL:

Mayor McCullough asked for a motion to approve the minutes of March 5, 2012. A motion was
made by Councilman Lord to approve the minutes as submitted, seconded by Councilman
Prescott. Mayor McCullough asked for any additions or corrections, hearing none, he asked for all
in favor to say aye, all opposed like sign, motion carried unanimously.

APPEAL PROCESS:

Councilman Norton made a motion to appeal the recent action of Judge Stone and have attorney
Read Gignilliat to file this appeal. Mayor McCullough asked for second. Councilman Lord
seconded the motion. Mayor McCullough asked for any discussion. Councilman Ariemma stated
he apologized to this Council, constitutes or anyone that misconstrued anything he said. He
further stated he was very disappointed because each party had sat down with their attorneys to
try to come up with a resolution but, it did not work. He would like to revisit this, one on one
and sit down with an arbitrator to come up with a resolution. At this time, Mayor McCullough
stated he hoped another Mayor and City Council does not have to through the pain and agony, the
threats, the intimidation and name calling that they have went through. Mayor McCullough asked
for all in favor to raise your hand, all opposed like sign, motion carried by the following vote:
Ralph Prescott, Gerald Lord, Terry Peters and Sam Norton. Voting against the motion: Johnny
Ariemma and Bruce Hoffman.



Mayor McCullough asked for a motion to set a public hearing for package sales of beer and wine
on Sunday’s. Councilman Lord made a motion to set a public hearing to listen to comments from
the public on having the ability to sell beer and wine on Sunday at convenient stores in the City
and include alcohol-liquor sales on Sunday in restaurants by the drink. Motion was seconded by
Councilman Prescott. At this time, City Attorney Doug Parks informed Council due to the way the
first referendum was set up, the procedure for beer and wine sales on Sunday would not require
a petition. However, with liquor sales on Sunday the Council must adopt an Ordinance to govern
this type of sale and then go to an actual referendum. He further informed, he would need to
research this option and will inform Council of his findings. Councilman Peters informed since
there was a question in the process, should this be resolved by Mr. Parks and staff prior to the
public hearing. Mr. Parks informed Council that he will inform them of the procedures that would
need to be taken, before the public hearing. After further discussion, the public hearing was set
for Wednesday, April 25, 2012 at 6:00 p.m. Mayor McCullough asked for all in favor to raise their
hand, all opposed like sign, motion carried unanimously.

AUDIT PRESENTATION:

Mr. Chris Hollifield from Rushton and Company informed Council the audit had been issued with
a clean opinion with everything in good order. He further informed, the City has some challenges
in the Water and Sewer Fund. In previous years the City has had six (6) months reserve of
unassigned funds of the annual budget and at the close of this fiscal year the City has four point
seven (4.7) months of unassigned revenue. This will also decrease moving forward with no
building of reserve revenues. Also, any other projects would need to be done with borrowed
monies. Mr. Hollifield also informed the City has net assets of sixty (60) million dollars and
liabilities of thirty-six (36) million dollars. At this time, Councilman Peters stated the City still has
1.8 million dollars assigned to projects that could be reallocated if needed. He also stated, with
staffing issues, he appreciated the auditors and staff for the professionalism in the audit
completion.

MOUNTAIN ARTS FESTIVAL:

Ms. Cyndi Fraser, Mountain Arts Festival applicant was not present for the Special Event Alcohol
License approval. Mayor McCullough informed the application indicated there would be no
changes from last year’s event. Councilman Norton made a motion to approve as written,
seconded by Councilman Hoffman. Councilman Lord stated he had no objection, but this was
unusual because Council did not act on actions of this type, unless the applicant was present to
defend it. After further discussion, Mayor McCullough asked for all in favor to raise their hand,
all opposed like sign, motion carried by the following vote: Bruce Hoffman, Ralph Prescott, Terry
Peters, Sam Norton and Johnny Ariemma. Voting against the motion was: Gerald Lord.

CHAMBER REPORT:

Mr. Jay Markwalter, Tourism Director informed Council the State of Georgia was up 5% in
tourism and our region is leading at 7%. He further informed the visitor center had 913 people in
on Saturday and 833 on Sunday. He thanked the Mayor and Council for their support and the
Chamber was looking forward to the summer activities. He also invited everyone to the Business
after hours at the Red Barn Veterinary on Hwy 60 South.



HISTORIC PRESERVATION:

Mr. Chris Worwick, Historic Preservation Commission member informed Council two certificate
of appropriateness had been received. One was submitted by Lisa Pizzaloto for the building
where Gustavo’s is located. Ms. Pizzaloto requested to replace a plywood door entrance with a
new door, awing and hand rail. Mr. Worwick further informed after further discussion, the
application was approved.

Mr. Worwick informed the second applicant was Lee Creef, owner of the Back Porch Oyster Bar,
LLC. Mr. Creef requested approval of a shed roof over the back upper deck. This would be
attached to the existing facial board and would mirror the front of the building. After further
discussion, the Commission tabled the request until they could see the actual materials being
used for the roof.

FINANCIAL REPORT:

City Manager Bill Lewis informed Council the General Fund is showing an increase of revenue
over expenses however, the Water/Sewer Fund and Solid Waste Funds are showing a deficit. Mr.
Lewis further informed that we are only six months into our fiscal year and these funds balances
can change by year end.

At this time, Councilman Prescott informed Council of a prior conversation concerning the merits
of going paperless and asked staff for an update as to cost. City Manager Bill Lewis informed
Council that he was not aware of Council requesting a cost estimate but, only the discussion of an
equipment allowance. After further discussion, Council requested staff to obtain quotes for
laptops for each Council member and to add this item to the April Work Session agenda.

Mayor McCullough gave an update on the Diving Bell project. He informed Council that bids were
received and were over budget. The Diving Bell Committee met last week and City Engineer
Ricky Stewart and Diving Bell Project Architect Richard Owens are working to find a solution to
stay within the budget.

CITY MANAGER COMMENTS:

City Manager requested Council approval of Resolution 2012-3. This resolution is the final step
to adopt the Short Term Work Program in the Comprehensive Plan. A motion to approve
Resolution 2012-3 was made by Councilman Lord, seconded by Councilman Hoffman. Mayor
McCullough asked for all in favor to say aye, all opposed like sign, motion carried unanimously.

City Manager Bill Lewis requested Council approval for the Statewide Mutual Aid Agreement.
The last one was adopted in 2002 and was a ten (10) year agreement. This allows the City to be
reimbursed from GEMA in the event of a natural disaster. Councilman Norton made a motion to
approve the Mutual Aid Agreement, seconded by Councilman Peters. Mayor McCullough asked
for all in favor to say aye, all opposed like sign, motion carried unanimously.



City Manager Bill Lewis informed Council in the approval to move forward with the cemetery
inventory project with GMRC, staff was asked to research for grant funding. Mr. Lewis further
informed that Rebecca Shirley had discovered a potential grant. The grant will be a 60/40; the
City paying 40 percent but the grant will not be available until fall or possibly the first of next
year. Councilman Peters stated he would like for the project to be delayed and pursue the grant.
Mr. Lewis also informed Council that GMRC will hold the proposal cost and delay the work until
after the grantis received. Councilman Lord made a motion to delay the project until the grant is
secured, seconded by Councilman Prescott. Mayor McCullough asked for all in favor to say aye,
all opposed like sign, motion carried unanimously.

CITY ATTORNEY:

City Attorney Doug Parks informed Council the information in their packet was from the SOB
regulations that was discussed and adopted at an earlier date. However, Council elected to
extend the moratorium until the final adjustment could be made on section 1.6, which identifies
the distances and zoning for a sexually oriented business could be located. Through research, it
suggests the classification should be industrial. Mr. Parks further informed he would like for this
to be discussed possibly at the next Work Session in order to adopt further modifications.

COUNCIL COMMENTS:

At this time, Councilman Ariemma reiterated his position on the due process proceedings and
stated he was not only standing up for himself but all other elected officials also.

Councilman Norton informed that he had seen a rough conceptual drawing for the future City
park on Wimpy Mill Road. This is not ready for public presentation but, the City Engineer has
been hard at work on our new future City park.

Councilman Prescott made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Councilman Lord.
Mayor McCullough asked for all in favor say aye, motion carried unanimously.

At this time, a citizen came forward for comments. Mayor McCullough apologized and the motion
to adjourn was rescinded.

CITIZENS:

Mr. Gary Steffey informed the Council he attended the previous Work Session and fully expected
to hear discussion concerning package stores. Mayor McCullough informed Mr. Steffey that he
had stated earlier in the meeting there would be no comments on alcohol. He further informed
there will be a public hearing on April 25, 2012 and asked that he attend and give his comment at
that time. Mr. Steffey asked for clarification that a petition would be required and if so, is this the
law or can Council act on this alone. Mayor McCullough informed it was the law that a petition
was required for package liquor sales and could not do this on their own. At this time, City
Attorney Doug Parks informed that package liquor stores requires a petition to initiate it. He
further informed that Amos Amerson introduced a bill last year and this year to eliminate the
petition requirement, but it did not make it through the legislature therefore; the petition
remains in the code at this time for distilled spirits package stores.

Mayor McCullough entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:21 p.m. A motion was made
by Councilman Prescott, seconded by Councilman Lord. Mayor McCullough asked for all in favor
to say aye, motion carried unanimously.



APPROVED BY ME THIS DAY OF 2012.

Gary McCullough, Mayor

Attest:

Lou Stewart, City Clerk



