
DAHLONEGA ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS MEETING 
JUNE 5, 2008 

 
The Dahlonega Zoning Board of Appeals met at City Hall on June 5, 2008.  Council members 
present were Michael Clemons, Gerald Lord, Sam Norton and Terry Peters.  The meeting was 
called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Mayor Gary McCullough. 
 
A motion was made by Sam Norton to approve the minutes of the last Zoning Board of Appeals 
Meeting held on May 5, 2008.  This motion was seconded by Terry Peters and approved by all 
members present. 
 
 
City Attorney Doug Parks conducted a Public Hearing concerning a variance request submitted 
by the Georgia Mountains Unitarian Universalist Church.  Frank Gilkeson presented the request 
for variance of the front setback.  He advised that the addition would be no closer to the street 
than the existing porch.  Mr. Parks asked for comments either for or against the application.  
Hearing none, Mr. Parks asked for staff and Planning and Zoning Commission recommendations.  
Planning Director Chris Head advised that the Planning and Zoning Commission recommended 
approval of the application.  Staff also recommends approval.   A motion was made by Michael 
Clemons to approve these recommendations.  The motion was seconded by Sam Norton and 
approved by all members present. 
 
City Attorney Doug Parks conducted a Public Hearing concerning a variance request submitted 
by Dahlonega United Methodist Church.   Steve Ray, architect for the project, presented the 
request for variance of setback and variance of parking guidelines.  Mr. Ray advised that the 
proposed addition will be no closer than 10 ft. to the property line on the right side of the church 
and no closer than 18 ft on Maple Street.  The site currently does not have on site parking but 
they have recently acquired the Buisson Property which provides 52 parking spaces.  With these 
new spaces, the bank spaces and public spaces there is a total of 233 spaces with a 200 ft. area 
and twelve of these are handicap spaces.  Mr. Parks asked for comments either for or against the 
application.  Hearing no comments, Mr. Parks asked for staff and Planning and Zoning 
Commission recommendations.  Planning Director Chris Head advised that both staff and 
Planning and Zoning Commission recommended approval.  Michael Clemons and Terry Peters 
requested to be recused due to the fact they are members of the church. A motion was made by 
Gerald Lord to approve these recommendations.  The motion was seconded Sam Norton and 
approved by the following vote count:   Sam Norton and Gerald Lord voted for the motion.   
 
A motion was made by Gerald Lord to adjourn the meeting at 6:10 p.m.   This motion was 
seconded by Michael Clemons and approved by all members present. 
 
_______________________________ 
Mayor 
 
Attest: 
 
_______________________________ 
City Clerk 
 
 
 



  
 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
DAHLONEGA CITY COUNCIL 

JUNE 5, 2008 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 
The Dahlonega City Council met in regular session at City Hall on June 5, 2008.  Council 
members present were Michael Clemons, Terry Peters, Sam Norton and Gerald Lord.  
Mayor Gary McCullough called the meeting to order at 6:10 p.m. and opened the meeting 
with prayer.  Gerald Lord requested everyone to stand for the Pledge to the American 
Flag.  Mayor McCullough welcomed members of the NGCSU Governmental Classes. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
A Public Hearing was conducted by City Attorney Doug Parks concerning Achasta Phase 
8B Final Plat approval.  Rick McAllister presented the plan.  Mr. McAllister advised that 
some of the lot lines have been adjusted due to topography but the plat conforms to the 
approved preliminary plan.  The 38 lots are consistent with the Master Plan.  Mr. Parks 
asked for comments either for or against the application.  Hearing no comments, Mr. 
Parks asked for staff and Planning and Zoning Commission recommendations.  Planning 
Director Chris Head advised that the Planning and Zoning Commission recommended 
approval conditional upon on surety bonds for maintenance of the water and sewer 
systems being posted for a term of one year.  Staff also agrees with the recommendation.  
Mrs. Head advised that a building permit will not be issued until the surety bond is 
received.   A motion was made by Sam Norton to approve these recommendations.  The 
motion was seconded by Michael Clemons and approved by all members present. 
 
A Public Hearing was conducted by City Attorney Doug Parks concerning an application 
submitted by Trent and Brandi Armstrong for Subdivision Approval.  Tommi Burke 
spoke representing the Armstrongs.  He advised that  Mr. and Mrs. Armstrong purchased 
what is shown as Lots 1-9 on Kenimer Drive from Larry Kenimer.  Mr. Kenimer 
combined these lots into two tracts.  Mr. Burke advised that Mr. Kenimer did not follow 
the site plan and regulations as approved by the city in 2002 and he did not put a deed 
restriction on the deeds conveyed to the Armstrongs.  He stated that the Armstrongs 
purchased Lots 6-9 and then later purchased Lots 1-5.  They sold part of Lots 1-3 and 
later sold the remaining Lot 4.  They now want to subdivide the remaining tract into 3 
lots and to also recreate what is shown as lot 5 and lot 7.     Mr. Parks asked for 
comments either for or against the application.  Larry Kenimer spoke in opposition to the 
request.  He advised that Mr. Armstrong agreed to construct only two houses on Kenimer 
Drive.   Mr. Kenimer stated that Kenimer Drive, which is not a city street,  is not suitable 
for additional homes.  Mr. Kenimer stated that he has no opposition to additional homes 
being constructed on the lots on Laurel Heights.    David Kenimer also spoke in 
opposition to the request.  He stated that additional homes would  devaluate adjoining 
properties.  A letter was read from Paula Bingham and her family opposing the 
application.  Ms. Bingham advised that setbacks would be required to construct 



additional homes on this property.    Mr. Burke asked if the council would be willing to 
approve two lots on Laurel Heights.   Mayor McCullough advised that the council cannot 
consider a different request.  The applicants can, however, reapply with the Planning and 
Zoning Commission for their next meeting.  Planning Director Chris Head advised that 
the Dahlonega Planning and Zoning Commission recommended that the application be 
denied.   A motion was made by Michael Clemons to approve the recommendations of 
the Dahlonega Planning and Zoning Commission to deny the application.  This motion 
was seconded by Sam Norton and approved by all members present. 
 
MINUTE APPROVAL: 
A motion was made by Terry Peters to approve the minutes of the regular council 
meeting held on May 5, 2008.  This motion was seconded by Gerald Lord and approved 
by all members present. 
 
 
CITIZENS: 
Lumpkin County Development Authority Director Bruce Abraham  requested that the 
city send a letter of support concerning the regional application for OneGeorgia Authority 
Bridge Funding.  Lumpkin County is the lead applicant.  Union County, White County 
and Dawson Counties are co-applicants.  The $240,000 Grant would pay for a study 
concerning the feasibility of a regional fiber optic system to serve technologically 
underserved counties in the North Georgia Region.  Continent upon the results of the 
study, detailed engineering design and business case development would result in 
preparation for the eventual construction of a fiber optic network.  This would require no 
funding from the city.  A motion was made by Michael Clemons to approve the letter to 
be signed by the mayor.  This motion was seconded by Terry Peters and approved by all 
members present. 
 
 
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS: 
Mayor McCullough advised that reports have been received from the Planning and Code 
Enforcement Departments for their activities during the month of June, 2008.  A report 
was also received from the Dahlonega Corridor Committee.  Susan Newell, Chairman of 
the Dahlonega Historical Preservation Commission, advised that the Commission 
approved six applications at their last meeting.  Signs were approved for Park Place 
Hotel, 16 South Public Square,  and 40 B Public Square South.  The commission also 
approved exterior building alterations for 40 Park Street South with the exception of 
window designs.   
 
Chamber of Commerce Director Gary Powers advised that four ribbon cuttings were held 
on the downtown square this week.  The Georgia Department of Labor is tracking each 
Mohawk Employee who attended the Job Fair to determine what social services are 
needed.  Mr. Powers announced that June 10 at 8:00 a.m. a meeting will be held for small 
business owners concerning health insurance options available for small business owners.  
The Wine Festival will be held this weekend at Three Sisters Vineyards and Winery.  A 



political forum is schedule July 26 for local candidates.  This will be held at Park and Rec 
from 6 to 8:30 p.m.  July 4th Celebration will be held on the square with music concerts 
and a July 4th Parade.  Fireworks will be held at  NGCSU.  Tourism Director Hal 
Williams advised that Dahlonega was featured in six newspaper and magazine articles 
during the month of May.  He reported tourism up 9.5 percent with 185,000 visitors 
during May.  Mr. Williams also reported a total of 1.4 million hits on the Chamber 
Website. 
 
 
 
CITY MANAGER’S COMMENTS: 
City Manager Bill Lewis requested that Terry Peters give a recommendation from the 
bank committee.  Mr. Peters advised that after intense analysis of  the bids for banking 
services the committee recommendation is to extend the current contract with United 
Community Bank for twelve months contingent upon United Community Bank’s 
willingness to work with the city on the Debt Service Reserve Forward Delivery 
Agreement.  A motion was made by Terry to approve this recommendation.  The motion 
was seconded by Sam Norton and approved by all members present. 
 
City Manager Bill Lewis recommended that the current Lease Agreement for the School 
Property be extended another year.  This is a five-year agreement which requires annual 
extensions.  A motion was made by Michael Clemons to approve this recommendation.  
This motion was seconded by Terry Peters and approved by the following vote count:  
Voting for the motion were Peters, Clemons, and Norton.  Gerald Lord recused himself 
from taking action on the matter. 
 
Mr. Lewis distributed copies of the Master Plan for Hancock Park which was developed 
by UGA.  Bids were advertised for construction of the pavilion.  The bid opening is 
scheduled for June 20 with construction to begin by July 7, 2008.  Mr. Lewis 
recommended that the council approve the use of the Master Plan as a guideline for the 
park’s development.  A motion was made by Michael Clemons to approve these 
recommendations.   This motion was seconded by Terry Peters and approved by all 
members present. 
 
Mr. Lewis announced that an Economic Acadamy Seminar will be held in this area over 
the next two to three months.  He requested that council members contact him if they are 
interested in attending. 
 
DDA Director Joel Cordle announced that the Remember When Band will be performing 
at the Conner House at 6:30 p.m. tomorrow. 
 
MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 
Mayor Gary McCullough recommended that Jimmy Anderson be reappointed to the 
Dahlonega Historical Preservation Commission.   A motion was made by Gerald Lord to 
approve this recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Sam Norton and approved 
by all members present. 



 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
A motion was made by Gerald Lord to adjourn the meeting at 7:15 p.m.  This motion was 
seconded by Terry Peters and approved by all members present. 
 
APPROVED BY ME THIS__________DAY OF_____________,2008. 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
MAYOR 
 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________ 
CITY CLERK 
 
 
 
 
 

 


