REGULAR MEETING
DAHLONEGA CITY COUNCIL
JULY 6, 2009
CALL TO ORDER:

The Dahlonega City Council met in regular session at City Hall on July 6, 2009. Council members present
were Johnny Ariemma, Michael Clemons, Gerald Lord, Sam Norton, Terry Peters and Ralph Prescott.
Mayor Gary McCullough called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. The meeting was opened with prayer
by Ralph Prescott and the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag led by Michael Clemons.

MINUTE APPROVAL:

A motion was made by Michael Clemons to approve the minutes of the regular council meeting held
June 1, 2009. This motion was seconded by Sam Norton and approved by all members present. A
motion was made by Terry Peters to approve the minutes of the special council meeting held on June
15, 2009. This motion was seconded by Sam Norton and approved by all members present. A motion
was made by Michael Clemons to approve the minutes of the special council meeting held on June 17,
2009. This motion was seconded by Sam Norton. Gerald Lord requested that the city clerk listen to the
tape of the meeting to make sure that all motions were recorded correctly. The motion to approve the
minutes was defeated by a unanimous vote of all council members present. A motion was made by
Michael Clemons that the city clerk listen to the tape of the minutes to be sure that all motions were
recorded correctly and that these minutes be resubmitted to the council for approval at their next
meeting. This motion was seconded by Terry Peters and approved by all members present.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS:

Mayor McCullough advised that reports were submitted from the Dahlonega Planning and Code
Enforcement Departments concerning their activities during the month of May, 2009.

SECOND READING ORDINANCE 2009-6-CITY PARK REGULATIONS:

A motion was made by Michael Clemons to approve the second reading of Ordinance 2009-6 concerning
regulations for all city parks. This motion was seconded by Gerald Lord. Johnny Ariemma questioned
the hours of operations for the parks. He stated that they do not coordinate with daylight hours and he
recommended that seasonal signs be posted. City Attorney Doug Parks advised that the Lumpkin
County Sheriff’'s Department could use these regulations concerning park closing times for probable
cause if the appropriate situation were to arise. The motion was approved by all council members
present.

CITY MANAGER’S COMMENTS:

City Manager Bill Lewis requested that Project Manager Ricky Stewart give updates on city projects. Mr.
Stewart advised that the Crosswalk Project has been completed. He also gave a report on Project C,



also known as the East Side Sewer By-Pass Project, which is the new sewer line going to the new water
plant. He reported that four manholes have been set and 700 ft. of sewer pipe has been installed. One
underground bore has been completed and twenty-five percent of the gravity sewer line is in the
ground. He reported that the project is on schedule. Mr. Lewis advised that at the last council meeting
three options were offered to the council for improving the safety and appearance of the sidewalk on
Park Street from Main to Choice. Of the three options given to the Council for the Project, Option B was
selected which included construction of a concrete wall with a brick cap, custom wrought iron hand rail
and brick pavers for the sidewalk. The estimated cost was $13,700. Bids have now been received and
four handrail manufacturers and three concrete contractors bid on the project. City crews will do the
demolition and prep work and they will put down the brick pavers. Cornerstone Foundations submitted
the low bid for the concrete wall at $3,900; Custom Ironwork submitted the low bid for the ironwork at
$4,984 and the brick pavers will cost $4,246 for a total cost of $13,130. As soon as the contractor
constructs the concrete wall the walkways will be constructed and the railings can be installed. Ricky
Stewart recommended that this portion of the Park Street sidewalk be closed during construction. A
motion was made by Sam Norton to accept these bids and to proceed with the project. This motion was
seconded by Michael Clemons and approved by all members present.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:

Mayor McCullough recommended that Cal McGraw and Jimmy Faulkner be reappointed to the
Dahlonega Planning and Zoning Commission. A motion was made by Ralph Prescott to approve this
recommendation. The motion was seconded by Michael Clemons and approved by all members
present.

Mayor McCullough advised that he received a letter from the Salvation Army requesting that the city
certify and approve the Homeless Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing funding from DCA. It appeared that
this project applies only to Lumpkin County. The council requested that the city attorney write a letter
to clarify the terms of this agreement.

The council was informed on the status of the project to contract with state authorities for options to
keep the Dahlonega Gold Museum open on their normal scheduled days. A meeting of the Friends of
the Gold Museum is scheduled on July 10™. The city will be required to contribute $5,000 to assist in
paying the salary for a staff employee.

Mayor McCullough announced that the official ceremony for naming of the Reservoir will be held on July
17", A plague will be installed that reads Lake Zwerner at Yahoola Creek Reservoir.



COUNCIL'S COMMENTS:

Sam Norton made a motion that quotes be obtained to construct a concrete sidewalk from Greenbriar
Shopping Center to the Rite-Aid Drug Store. This motion was seconded by Gerald Lord and approved by
all members present.

Ralph Prescott advised that a portion of the sidewalk on Park Street is in need of repairs.

Johnny Ariemma recommended that the city look at the possibility of rezoning the historic square area
to prevent professional offices from occupying the first floor level of buildings on the square. He asked
that a survey be conducted to obtain opinions from citizens. City Attorney Doug Parks advised that he is
researching this matter.

Gerald Lord reminded the council that he is interested in pursuing the grant possibilities for the Safe
Routes to School Program for construction of sidewalks in approved areas. He was advised that city
staff members are consulting with GMRDC concerning this program and staff members have also talked
to school officials concerning this matter.

CITY ATTORNEY’S COMMENTS:

City Attorney Doug Parks recommended that the attached Addendum to the Contract for Probation
Services be approved. A motion was made by Sam Norton to approve this recommendation. The
motion was seconded by Terry Peters and approved by all members present.

ADJOURN TO EXECUTIVE SESSION:

A motion was made to adjourn to Executive Session to discuss land acquisition at 6:55 p.m. This motion
was seconded by Sam Norton and approved by all members present. The Executive Session was
adjourned and the regular meeting was reconvened. A motion was made by Michael Clemons to give
Mayor Gary McCullough the authority to negotiate a contract to purchase an unnamed piece of
property. This motion was seconded by Sam Norton and approved by the following vote count: Voting
for the motion were Clemons, Norton, Ariemma and Prescott. Gerald Lord and Terry Peters voted
against the motion. The meeting was adjourned.

APPROVED BY ME THIS DAY OF ,20009.

MAYOR

ATTEST:

CITY CLERK



