DAHLONEGA CITY COUNCIL
WORK SESSION

SEPTEMBER 8, 2009

The Dahlonega City Council met at City Hall on September 8, 2009. Council members present were
Johnny Ariemma, Gerald Lord, Sam Norton, Michael Clemons, Ralph Prescott and Terry Peters. Mayor
Gary McCullough called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

City Attorney Doug Parks advised that the proposed Special Events Ordinance will replace the existing
Festival Ordinance and Parade and Permit Ordinance. This Ordinance will need further revisions but
Mr. Parks urged the Council to consider approval of the first reading at the regular meeting and discuss
the revisions at the Work Session scheduled for September 16. The ordinance will cover picketing,
explain public assemblies, festivals and how to obtain a permit. Mr. Parks requested Council members
to consider whether they wished to impose conditions such as additional deposit fees. Staff has
requested that designated parade routes be considered. City Manager Bill Lewis distributed traditional
parade routes that the Council could consider. Mr. Parks advised that restricted parade routes may be
litigated due to free speech issues. The ordinance states that groups of fifty or more individuals be
required to obtain a permit to picket. Johnny Ariemma stated that 49 people picketing one merchant
would be a lot of folks. Mr. Parks advised that the First Amendment Act limits restrictions due to free
speech issues. Michael Clemons asked the City Attorney to look at ways to restrict some groups that
might be objectionable. Johnny Ariemma asked about considering not charging a fee for school
parades and allowing exceptions for non-profit organizations.

Mr. Parks advised that the First Reading of the Watershed Protection Ordinance has been approved and
sent to EPD for review. The Ordinance has been updated per comments from EPD but he is awaiting
further comments from EPD. The Council was advised that existing permits will not be held up due to
the fact that the Ordinance is awaiting further recommended changes from EPD. Mr. Parks
recommended that the second reading be delayed until comments can be received from EPD.

Mayor Gary McCullough advised that he attended the Lumpkin County Water and Sewer Authority
Meeting today and he was advised that they plan to raise their water and sewer rates in January. They
are agreeable with relocation of the master water meter as proposed by the City. The Service Delivery
Map has been revised and it is proper to relocate the meter.



City Manager Bill Lewis advised that there are four options for the Park Street Wall: Acid stain at a price
of $1,000; Stone slab at a price of $3,200, Brick pavers at a price of $3,700 and Brick at a price of $5,500.
Ralph Prescott also suggested that the council consider painting a mural on the wall. Michael Clemons
recommended that the project be completed before Gold Rush. After discussion the majority of the
Council agreed to brick pavers. Johnny Ariemma did not wish to give a recommendation due to the fact
that the wall is adjacent to his business.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:00 p.m.



REGULAR MEETING
DAHLONEGA CITY COUNCIL

SEPTEMBER 8, 2009

CALL TO ORDER:

The Dahlonega City Council met in regular session at City Hall on September 8, 2009. Council members
present were Johnny Ariemma, Michael Clemons, Gerald Lord, Sam Norton, Ralph Prescott and Terry
Peters. Mayor Gary McCullough called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. The meeting was opened with
prayer by Ralph Prescott and the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Gerald Lord.
Mayor McCullough welcomed members of the NGCSU Governmental Class.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

A Public Hearing was conducted by City Attorney Doug Parks concerning the proposed FY 2010 Budget.
No comments were made by citizens. A motion was made by Michael Clemons to approve the First
Reading of the FY 2010 Budget. This motion was seconded by Gerald Lord and approved by all members
present. City Manager Bill Lewis advised that a Special Meeting will be held on September 16, 2009 to
approve the millage rate for 2009.

MINUTE APPROVAL:

A motion was made by Ralph Prescott to approve the minutes of the Council Meeting held on August 3,
2009. This motion was seconded by Sam Norton and approved by all members present. Johnny
Ariemma advised that a correction was needed in the Work Session Minutes of August 12. The minutes
should read that city debt services require fifty-two percent of total revenues for annual debt payments.

CITIZENS:

Laura Estrada requested approval for outdoor alcohol sales for Pueblo’s Restaurant. Council members
were informed that staff will be checking on parking requirements. Council members advised that they
will review this request when construction of the addition has been completed and approved by city
staff.

Amy Lassiter requested a beer license for Gustavo’s Restaurant located at 16 Public Square. The council
was informed that all paperwork has been completed and the GCIC Report indicated no record for Ms.
Lassiter. A motion was made by Johnny Ariemma to approve the request for the beer license. This
motion was seconded by Terry Peters and approved by all members present.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS:

Mayor McCullough advised that reports have been received from the Dahlonega Planning and Code
Enforcement Departments concerning activities of those departments during the month of August,



2009. The Chamber of Commerce also submitted their monthly report.  The Dahlonega Historical
Preservation Commission did not meet last month.

FIRST READING AMENDMENT 32-ORDINANCE 75-1-WATER AND SEWER RATES:

A motion was made by Michael Clemons to approve the First Reading of Amendment 32 to Ordinance
75-1-Water and Sewer Rates. The motion died for lack of a second. Gerald Lord advised that he is
opposed to the rate increase. Sam Norton stated that the rates are already too high. Johnny Ariemma
stated that he would like to look at other alternatives. Terry Peters stated that he had talked to
developers and they stated that the rate increases for connection fees would prevent new
development. Ralph Prescott stated that he was concerned that senior citizens need more than a
$10.00 discount. Mayor McCullough recommended that the first reading of the ordinance be approved
and that options be discussed at the next Council Work Session. A motion was made by Ralph Prescott
to reconsider the First Reading of Amendment 32 to Ordinance 75-1-Water and Sewer Rates. This
motion was seconded by Michael Clemons. Johnny Ariemma advised that he was concerned with the
steep increases in connection fees. Sam Norton stated that there should be another way to reduce
costs. Mayor McCullough stated that increases in connection fees would result in people moving in
paying their own way instead of current citizens. The motion was defeated by the following vote count:
Voting for the motion was Michael Clemons. Voting against the motion was Norton, Ariemma, Peters
and Prescott. Gerald Lord abstained. A motion was made by Ralph Prescott to approve the First
Reading of Amendment 32 to Ordinance 75-1-Water and Sewer Rates. This motion was seconded by
Michael Clemons. The motion was approved by the following vote count: Voting for the motion were
Ralph Prescott, Michael Clemons, Johnny Ariemma, and Sam Norton. Gerald Lord and Terry Peters
abstained.

FIRST READING ORDINANCE 2009-9-SPECIAL EVENTS:

A motion was made by Ralph Prescott to approve the First Reading of Ordinance 2009-9 —Special Events.
This motion was seconded by Sam Norton and approved by all members present.

SECOND READING ORDINANCE 2009-10-WATERSHED PROTECTION ORDINANCE:

City Attorney Doug Parks recommended that the Second Reading of Ordinance 2009-10-Watershed
Protection Ordinance be deferred until EPD comments concerning the ordinance are received.

CITY MANAGER’S COMMENTS:

DDA Director Joel Cordle recommended that the attached Resolution be approved between Georgia
Department of Natural Resources and the City of Dahlonega to contract with a consultant who will
conduct a property survey and inventory for Park Street.  This contract is in the amount of $6,600 and
will set up a new Historic District. Mr. Cordle advised that property owners could make a decision
whether to designate their property as historic. This would give property owners several tax
advantages. A motion was made by Michael Clemons to approve the attached Resolution. The motion



was seconded by Terry Peters and approved by the following vote count: Voting for the motion were
Clemons, Peters, Ariemma, Lord and Norton. Ralph Prescott abstained.

A motion was made by Ralph Prescott to approve the relocation of the Lumpkin County Water and
Sewer Authority master water meter to the new Service Delivery Area at a cost not exceeding $50,000.
This motion was seconded by Michael Clemons and approved by all members present.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:

Mayor McCullough recommended that Bob Conway and Sheila Richardson be reappointed to the
Dahlonega Planning and Zoning Commission. A motion was made by Terry Peters to approve this
recommendation. The motion was seconded by Gerald Lord and approved by all members present.

Mayor McCullough advised that an Agreement was made to authorize him to negotiate a Contract with
Robert Warner to purchase property located adjacent to Hancock Park. Mayor McCullough
recommended that this Contract be ratified. A motion was made by Sam Norton to approve the
property purchase before Gold Rush. This motion was seconded by Michael Clemons and approved by
the following vote count: Voting for the motion was Clemons, Norton, Ariemma, Prescott and Lord.
Terry Peters voted against the motion.

ADJOURNMENT:

A motion was made by Ralph Prescott to adjourn the meeting at 6:45 p.m. This motion was seconded
by Michael Clemons and approved by all members present.

APPROVED BY ME THIS DAY OF ,2009.

MAYOR

ATTEST:

CITY CLERK



