DAHLONEGA CITY COUNCIL
SPECIAL MEETING
JANUARY 20, 2010

The Dahlonega City Council met at City Hall on January 20, 2010. Council members present were Johnny
Ariemma, Michael Clemons, Gerald Lord, Sam Norton, Terry Peters, and Ralph Prescott. Mayor Gary
McCullough called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.

City Attorney Doug Parks conducted a Public Hearing concerning an annexation request submitted by
Regina Harper Odom. Ms. Odom advised that she is requesting annexation of approximately 1.04 acres
into the city limits as an R1 zone. The property address is 130 Lila Way and Property ID Map 62B Parcel
128. Ms. Odom stated that she would like to be annexed in order to construct a laundry room addition
to her home. Currently the laundry room is located in the basement area requiring her to walk outside
to do laundry. Lumpkin County regulations require a 20 ft. setback and the City regulations require a 15
ft. setback. Mr. Parks asked for comments either for or against the request. Lumpkin County Resident
Thomas Lloyd spoke in opposition to the request as an adjoining property owner. Mr. Lloyd advised that
Ms. Odom applied with the Lumpkin County Board of Commissioners for a variance of their regulations
and both the County Planning Commission and Board of Commissioners denied the request. Mr. Lord
stated that there is room for a laundry room in another location. Ms. Odom advised that this would
require her to eliminate her porch. She also stated that the new addition would only be two foot closer
to the corner of Mr. Lloyd’s home. Mr. Parks asked for recommendations from the Dahlonega Planning
and Zoning Commission and for staff’'s recommendations. Planning Director Chris Head advised that the
Dahlonega Planning and Zoning Commission recommended approval of the request to annex and zone
as R1. She also advised that all requirements have been met for annexation. A motion was made by
Ralph Prescott to approve the recommendations of the Planning Commission to annex this property and
zone R1. Sam Norton asked if a variance would be required. Mrs. Head advised that the preliminary
sketch indicates that no variance is needed. Mrs. Head also advised that the street would remain as a
private road. The motion was seconded by Johnny Ariemma and approved by all members present.

A motion was made by Terry Peters to adjourn the meeting at 4:15 p.m. The motion was seconded by
Sam Norton and approved by all members present.

APPROVED BY ME THIS DAY OF ,2010.

MAYOR

Attest:

CITY CLERK



DAHLONEGA CITY COUNCIL
WORK SESSION
JANUARY 20, 2010

The Dahlonega City Council met at City Hall on January 20, 2010. Council members present were Johnny
Ariemma, Michael Clemons, Gerald Lord, Sam Norton, Terry Peters and Ralph Prescott. Mayor Gary
McCullough called the meeting to order at 4:15 p.m.

Mayor McCullough announced that Governor Purdue has requested that he serve on the State GEFA
Board.

The Council discussed parking problems on South Park Street. Johnny Ariemma stated that the city has
a parking ordinance in place that needs to be enforced. Only five or six South Park Street Residents are
parking on the street and Mr. Ariemma recommended that signs be posted allowing 8 am until 8 p.m.
parking on one side of the street. Mayor McCullough recommended that no parking be allowed on
South Park other than for Sunday Church Services. Sam Norton recommended that the city’s parking
ordinance be enforced for all streets. City Manager Bill Lewis advised that currently we do not have
staff to enforce this. Mr. Lewis recommended that the council refer to the Downtown Master Plan
which includes recommendations concerning parking and that the subject be discussed at the retreat.
Sam Norton recommended parking meters for the square. Gerald Lord stated that the city has liability
due to non-enforcement of the ordinance. After further discussion it was the consensus of the council
to write a letter to all South Park Street Residents and request that they stop parking on the street.

City Attorney Doug Parks advised that he is working on an Encroachment Agreement between the City
and Kevin Ash. Mr. Ash is the owner of the Robert Moore Building located at 90 and 94 Public Square
North and he is planning for renovation of the building basement to create space for a restaurant. Mr.
Ash advised that the creation of a dedicated entrance to the new space from the front of the building
would be required from the city. The new stairs would run parallel to the front of the building which
would lead down to the basement. Mr. Parks advised that the brick pavers are a claim of the city’s right
of way and a lender would require the business to be off the right of way. Michael Clemons asked
what the difference if steps are going up or down because several businesses on the square may need
an encroachment agreement. Johnny Ariemma stated that if the council grants this agreement several
building owners may want to do this. Mr. Ash advised that this development would be a $500,000
investment. Council members asked are there any possible liabilities to the city if an agreement is
approved. Mr. Parks advised that liability issues would be addressed in the agreement. Sam Norton
stated that he is concerned that this would set a precedent. Gerald Lord stated that there are a lot of
issues involved. Ralph Prescott stated that we need this kind of new business and he is in favor of
granting the agreement. Johnny Ariemma agreed that this is needed but he is also concerned about
setting a precedent. Mayor McCullough advised that this request would be on the February Agenda.
The council was informed that downtown parking for business expansion will be discussed at the
upcoming retreat.

Council members were advised that they can participate in the city’s health insurance plan but they
would be required to pay the entire cost. The meeting was adjourned at 5:30 p.m.
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