DAHLONEGA CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
JUNE 7, 2010
CALL TO ORDER:

The Dahlonega City Council met in regular session at City Hall on June 7, 2010. Council members
present were Johnny Ariemma, Michael Clemons, Gerald Lord, Sam Norton, Terry Peters and Ralph
Prescott. Mayor Gary McCullough called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. The meeting was opened
with prayer by Ralph Prescott and the Pledge to the American Flag was led by Gerald Lord.

MINUTE APPROVAL:

A motion was made by Ralph Prescott to approve the minutes of the regular Council Meeting held on
May 3, 2010. This motion was seconded by Gerald Lord and approved by all members present.

CITIZENS:

Chandra Surja requested approval of his plans for outdoor sales of alcohol for Sushi Moto Grill & Chinese
Restaurant located at 1850 South Chestatee Street. City Clerk Janet Jarrard advised that the inspection
report indicated that all requirements have been met for issuance of this license. A motion was made
by Sam Norton to approve this request. The motion was seconded by Gerald Lord and approved by all
members present.

Amy Laseter requested approval of plans for outdoor sales of alcohol for Gustavo’s Restaurant located
at 16 Public Square. City Clerk Janet Jarrard advised that the inspection report indicated that all
requirements have been met for issuance of this license. A motion was made by Sam Norton to approve
this request. The motion was seconded by Ralph Prescott and approved by all members present.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS:

Mayor Gary McCullough advised that reports have been submitted by the Dahlonega Planning and Code
Enforcement Departments, Dahlonega Historic Preservation Commission and the Chamber of Commerce
concerning their activities during the month of May, 2010. Chamber Director Amy Booker advised that
Way Finding Signs will be displayed this weekend for the Arts Tour and brochures will be available at the
Chamber.

City Manager Bill Lewis advised that the Sheriff’s Contract has not been signed as he is still awaiting a list
of vendors for purchase of capital items that were included in the contract. Mr. Lewis also advised that
he is working on the parking problems during festivals at the Warwick Street Parking Lot. Ralph Prescott
requested that Beautification Awards be given to recognize citizens who do major renovations of



commercial buildings located outside the Historic District. Mayor McCullough recommended that this
be discussed at the next work session. Mr. Lewis advised that the city’s auditor Ruston & Company
performed a Hotel Motel Tax and Tourism Expense Compliance Audit for the Chamber of Commerce.
They reported that upon review of tourism invoices in 2008 and 2009 it was determined that the
disbursements represented qualified tourism expenses in accordance with the State of Georgia Code.
They also compared the total tourism expenses for both 2008 and 2009 to the total hotel/motel tax
revenue and determined that all expenses were expended for tourism. They also reviewed the
Chamber’s contracts with the City of Dahlonega and found that the contracts are current and in order.
They did recommend that the Chamber needs to develop a written floor plan allocation as
documentation for the building overhead allocated. Chamber President Amy Booker advised that a
written floor plan allocation will be developed.

CITY MANAGER’S COMMENTS:

Mr. Lewis asked Project Manager Ricky Stewart to present a report concerning the city’s storm and
sewer problems under the Corkscrew Restaurant. Mr. Stewart advised that approximately 150 ft of
corrugated metal pipe has rusted out causing serious erosion along the length of the pipe. The pipe has
no bottom in it and in most places erosion is so bad from the flow of water that the pipe is exposed.
Approximately 100 ft. of the pipe is under portions of secondary buildings. Mr. Stewart advised that the
stacked rock box culvert located under the primary building is showing signs of serious deterioration.
Approximately 30 ft of the culvert is beginning to cave in leaving the floor of the restaurant exposed.
The old culvert extends up Waters Street to Hawkins Street and over toward Hancock Park. The rock
culvert provides drainage for approximately 20 acres of downtown. Mr. Stewart advised that this type
of storm drainage infrastructure is also located in other parts of the downtown area and it is likely that a
review of this culvert will reveal deterioration consistent with what is under the Corkscrew Restaurant.
If these problems are not corrected there is a possibility of serious flooding and possible damage to
property. Mr. Stewart advised that public works crews and inmate labor hand carried approximately 3
tons of stone through the length of the pipe to try and prevent further erosion under and around the
pipe. Itis not practical to dig the pipe out and replace it without removing the secondary buildings. The
cost of doing this must be weighed against a permanent fix such as relocating the system away from the
building. With only a 3 ft by 3 ft opening and large rock falling from the ceiling of the culvert this would
be a hazardous job. Piedmont Geotech was called to review the soil and structures for damage and to
recommend a course of action to repair the problem. A structural engineer evaluated the building and
determined that the building is structurally sound. The rock culvert from its beginning at a point near
Hancock Park and Hawkins Street to its end at the Corkscrew Restaurant needs to be replaced with
larger pipe of more durable material in order to accommodate future storm water flows. The line
should also be removed from under the restaurant and relocated. This will require easements or maybe
purchase of property. This line covers a large drainage area of downtown. Mayor McCullough advised
that this would be discussed at the next work session.

Mr. Lewis reported that the new water plant is doing great. There is only one minor problem with the
software which is being worked on. A grand opening ceremony is being planned during the month of
July. City Attorney Doug Parks advised that there are a number of financial and legal problems in



developing the final close out documents for the water plant project and it will be the latter part of next
week before completion. Mr. Parks advised that this will be brought before the council as soon as it is
completed.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:

Mayor McCullough advised that the City’s Charter gives the council authority to appoint the position of
Mayor Protem. This appointment can be done by secret ballot or by a motion from the council. Terry
Peters has served for two years as Mayor Protem. After discussion a motion was made by Sam Norton
to appoint Gerald Lord as Mayor Protem. This motion was seconded by Ralph Prescott and approved by
the following vote count: Voting for the motion was: Ariemma, Clemons, Norton, Peters and Prescott.
Gerald Lord abstained.

Mayor McCullough recommended that Derrell West be appointed to the Dahlonega Housing Authority
to replace his mother Jewell West. He also recommended that Claudine Earls be reappointed to the
Dahlonega Housing Authority. A motion was made by Ralph Prescott to approve these appointments.
The motion was seconded by Michael Clemons and approved by all members present. = Mayor
McCullough asked that a plaque be purchased for Jewell West for her service on the Dahlonega Housing
Authority. Mayor McCullough also advised that the Dahlonega Housing Authority has received Federal
Stimulus Funds to make repairs to the Housing Authority’s facilities. Sam Norton asked if there is
anything the council can do to become more active in the Dahlonega Housing Authority. Mayor
McCullough responded that the Housing Authority Board’s responsibilities are very limited as they must
follow HUD Guidelines. Their primary responsibility is to be sure that the right citizens use the facilities
and that the facilities are maintained.

ADJOURNMENT:

A motion was made by Sam Norton to adjourn the meeting at 7:00 p.m. This motion was seconded by
Terry Peters and approved by all members present.

APPROVED BY ME THIS DAY OF ,2010.

MAYOR

Attest:

CITY CLERK
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