DAHLONEGA CITY COUNCIL
WORK SESSION
JULY 22, 2010
CALL TO ORDER:

The Dahlonega City Council met on July 22, 2010 at City Hall. Council members present were Johnny
Ariemma, Michael Clemons, Gerald Lord, Sam Norton, Terry Peters and Ralph Prescott. Mayor Gary
McCullough called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m.

UPDATE ON NEW WATER PLANT:

City Manager Bill Lewis asked Water Plant Supervisor John Jarrard to give an update concerning the
algae problems at the new water plant. Mr. Jarrard advised that he is working with EPD to solve the
problems of odor and bad tasting water created by algae. Consultants have advised that the algae
count is 4,300 and the algae has been identified as a blue/green type. EPD officials have recommended
treating the entire reservoir for a three day period. Gerald Lord asked how often this treatment process
will be necessary. Mr. Jarrard advised that the treatment will be done once a month depending upon
complaints received from citizens. He also advised that 120 gallons will be dispensed into the reservoir
by city staff and the cost for the chemicals for each treatment will be $2,100. He also advised that this
treatment will be safe for fish. Mr. Jarrard also stated that he plans to flush dead-end water lines to
eliminate problems in these areas of the city.

DIVING BELL PROJECT:

ARC Representative Chip Wright gave a presentation concerning the Diving Bell Project. Mr. Wright
advised that this project has been put on Face Book and people from the entire world have been
responding and making plans to come to Dahlonega to see the Diving Bell. Mr. Wright stated that most
of the Diving Bells of this type have been destroyed and it appears that this might be the last one
remaining of this type. Council Members were shown plans for restoration and display of the Diving
Bell. The estimated cost for the restoration and display is $65,000. ARC has committed to supplement
the cost and a fund raiser is planned. Mr. Wright advised that original stone from the Chestatee River
will be used to construct a facility to house the Diving Bell at Hancock Park. Seating will also be planned
for the facility.

PRESENTATION ON CITY LOGO & HISTORIC DISTRICT SIGNAGE:

Project Manager Ricky Stewart advised that he solicited proposals for new Historic District Signage and
for the development of a new city logo which is part of the entire Streetscape Program. The company
that was selected for this project was Robert & Company. Representatives from the firm have been
working with a committee composed of Mayor Gary McCullough, City Manager Bill Lewis, Planning
Director Chris Head, Project Manager Ricky Stewart, DDA Member Chris Welch, Historian Jimmy
Anderson and DDA Director Joel Cordle. Several meetings have been held to make decisions concerning



the proposed logo and sign designs. Sky Design was selected by Robert and Company to work with the
committee concerning the signage and logo. Representatives from Sky Design gave a presentation to
the council and presented sketches of proposed signage and a new logo design. Mayor McCullough
advised that GA DOT has approved replacing DOT signs with custom signs. They advised that the total
estimated cost for this project is $436,500 but they also advised that this project can be completed over
a number of years. After discussion Sam Norton, Johnny Ariemma and Michael Clemons recommended
that more choices for the proposed logo be presented before the entire council. Council members
generally agreed with the proposed new signage designs. Another meeting will be held concerning this
matter.

CITY ATTORNEY COMMENTS:

City Attorney Doug Parks presented background materials for a new Sexually Oriented Business
Ordinance. He advised that it will require a public hearing before adoption of the council.

BUDGET AMENDMENT:

Finance Director Christopher Austin presented a draft copy of a proposed Budget Amendment which will
be presented at the next regular Council Meeting.

GRANT APPLICATION:

Council Members were informed that an $8,487,000 grant has been applied for under the Streetscape
Program.

ADJOURNMENT:
Council members agreed to set another Work Session for July 28 at 4:00 p.m.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:00 p.m.
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