
CITY OF DAHLONEGA 
 

COUNCIL MEETING 
MINUTES 

March 5, 2012 
 
 

The Dahlonega City Council met in regular session on Monday, March 5, 2012 at City 
Hall.  Members present were Bruce Hoffman, Ralph Prescott, Gerald Lord, Terry Peters, 
Sam Norton and Johnny Ariemma.  Also present were City Manager Bill Lewis and City 
Attorney Doug Parks.  Mayor Gary McCullough called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  
Prayer was led by Guy LaBoa and the Pledge to the American Flag was led by Bruce 
Hoffman. 
 
FINANCE REPORT: 
 
Ms. Sabrina Cape, CPA informed Council the 2011 audit had been completed and the 
auditors would be at the next regular scheduled Council meeting to give their 
presentation.  Ms. Cape informed Council that revenue had been received ahead of 
schedule and the insurance premium tax was larger than anticipated.  Councilman Peters 
asked if there were any trends or concerns thus far.  Ms. Cape cautioned Council 
concerning the repeated use of Fund Balance to balance the budget.  The City has a 
healthy Fund Balance but, if used year after year it can be depleted quickly.  At this time, 
City Manager Bill Lewis informed Council the Georgia Power Franchise Tax was 
budgeted at $375,000.00 but, the City received $417,606.49.  Ms. Cape informed Council 
the Water and Sewer Fund receipts and disbursements were up to date; and only have 
some journal entries that need to be recorded due to electronic transfers. Ms. Cape further 
informed Council there was a need to look at the City’s rate structure of water billing 
rates.  City Manager Bill Lewis informed Council he would have a rate structure analysis 
for their review in the next six months for a decision if rate adjustments were needed.  
 
AGENDA APPROVAL: 
 
Mayor Gary McCullough asked for a motion to approve the agenda with the amendment 
to add the authorization for private letter ruling for the GMEBS Benefit Plan.  A motion 
was made by Councilman Lord, seconded by Councilman Prescott.  Mayor McCullough 
asked for all in favor to say aye, all opposed like sign, motion carried unanimously. 
 
MINUTE APPROVAL: 
 
Mayor McCullough asked for a motion to approve the minutes of February 6, 2012.  
Councilman Prescott made a motion to accept the minutes as amended, seconded by 
Councilman Norton.  Mayor McCullough asked for all in favor to say aye, all opposed 
like sign, motion carried unanimously. 
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Mayor McCullough asked for a motion to approve the minutes of February 16, 2012.  A 
motion was made by Councilman Lord to accept the minutes as written, seconded by 
Councilman Ariemma.  Mayor McCullough asked for all in favor to say aye, all opposed 
like sign, motion carried unanimously. 
 
CITIZENS: 
 
Mr. Jim White, Board Chair for the Bear on the Square Mountain Festival requested 
approval of a special event alcohol license.  Mr. White informed Council the festival had 
the same guidelines as last year, which included serving wine at the auction.  There 
would be no charge for the food or alcohol and the festival is to be held at Hancock Park.  
Mayor McCullough asked for a motion to approve the special event alcohol license.  A 
motion was made by Councilman Norton, seconded by Councilman Prescott.  Mayor 
McCullough asked for any discussion.  Councilman Hoffman questioned if the security 
would be the historic downtown officer.  Mr. White informed it would not be.  The 
committee hires an off-duty officer and participants were by invitation only.  Mayor 
McCullough asked for all in favor to say aye, all opposed like sign, motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Mr. Phil Collins, Director of Alumni Relations at NGCSU requested approval of a special 
event license for the Class of 1962 Reunion.  A motion to approve the license was made 
by Councilman Prescott, seconded by Councilman Norton.  Mayor McCullough asked for 
any discussion, hearing none, he asked for all in favor to say aye, all opposed like sign, 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Collins requested approval of a special event license for the Class of 1952 Reunion.  
A motion to approve the license was made by Councilman Prescott, seconded by 
Councilman Ariemma.  Mayor McCullough asked for any discussion, hearing none, he 
asked for all in favor to say aye, all opposed like sign, motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Collins requested approval of a special event license for the NGCSU Soccer 
Club/Team Alumni Cookout.  A motion to approve the license was made by Councilman 
Lord, seconded by Councilman Peters.  Mayor McCullough asked for any discussion, 
hearing none, he asked for all in favor say aye, all opposed like sign, motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS: 
 
Mayor McCullough informed Council all department reports had been submitted and 
asked for any questions or comments.  There were no comments from Council at this 
time. 
 
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS: 
 
City Manager Bill Lewis informed Council to take time to look at all the new facility 
signs.  He also informed Council they were all invited to a tower raising for the new radio 
station on Tuesday at 11:00 a.m. 
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MAYORS COMMENTS: 
 
Mayor McCullough informed everyone that Council held a retreat last week and it was a 
good and productive session in which Council made a lot of plans, in hopes of the 
economy rebounding. 
 
Mayor McCullough congratulated Mrs. Catherine Ariemma for being nominated Star 
Teacher of the Year.  This is Mrs. Ariemma’ second nomination. 
 
CITY ATTORNEY COMMENTS: 
 
City Attorney Doug Parks informed Council due to the modification approval to the 
GMEBS retirement plan, the City needed to obtain a private letter ruling from the 
Internal Revenue Service.  Mr. Parks further informed that Council needed to approve the 
Mayor to execute the document.  A motion was made to give approval for Mayor 
McCullough to execute the document by Councilman Peters, seconded by Councilman 
Norton.  Mayor McCullough asked for any discussion.  Councilman Ariemma questioned 
if this procedure would bring the City up to code.  Mr. Parks informed this would bring 
the City up to date with the IRS.  Mayor McCullough asked for all in favor to raise their 
hand, all opposed like sign, motion carried unanimously. 
 
CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS: 
 
Councilman Ariemma stated the new facility signs look good. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
 
Mr. Gerald Lewy addressed Council concerning package alcohol sales on Sunday.  Mr. 
Lewy stated this would be an option to increase revenues for the City instead of local 
citizens purchasing in other locations.  Mr. Lewy requested this be placed on the ballot 
without requiring a petition from citizens. 
 
Mr. Alfred Chang addressed Council also concerning citizens having the right to make 
the decision for alcohol sales.  He too requested this question be placed on the ballot for 
the citizens to make the choice. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Mayor McCullough entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6: 40 p.m.  A motion 
was made by Councilman Lord, seconded by Councilman Prescott and approved by all 
members present. 
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APPROVED BY ME THIS__________DAY OF__________, 2012. 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Mayor 
 
Attest: 
 
 
_________________________________ 
City Clerk 
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